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Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in Delineating the Most
Suitable Sites for Establishing Touristic Facilities in the City of Jericho

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to recognize the most suitable locations for establishing touristic
facilities in the city of Jericho. The researcher applied the Suitability Analysis by using the
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) programs which is considered one of their most
important applications in Decision Support System. Then the researcher carried out the
analysis of the place statistics using Raster Calculator, the digital calculating machine within
a group of criteria which the researcher set. He came out with a number of results the most
important of which are: there are spatial locations which achieve all the required conditions
by the researcher and which received the highest suitable degree based on a group of
criteria whereby the suitable areas are distributed for establishing touristic facilities inside
the city according to the degree of sloping in most of the lands of the city. It also indicated that
the touristic use is concentrated in the city, and there is a need to establish new touristic
facilities and services. This is in order that the distribution of the touristic services and
facilities becomes systematic, and in order to meet the need of all the inhabitants of the city.
The study was concluded with some recommendations and suggestions: Itis hoped to benefit
from developing the touristic use inside the city including: the necessity of reorganizing the
touristic services inside the city in a way contributing in solving the concentration problem
and which suits the criteria of spcial Suitability Analysis within the results which this study
reached. Moreover, it recommended the necessity of working on using the technology of
the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) as an important technology in strategic planning
to limit the developmental variance in the touristic projects inside the city by the decision
makers and the specialists. The study also recommends the necessity of an integrated

coordination to upgrade and to develop the city.

Key Words: Geographic Information Systems, Suitability Analysis, Touristic Use, City of

Jericho.
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