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Abstract

The construction of thematic mapping based on the traditional rules in the field of
cartography. These traditional rules govern the use of symbols selected to represent a
geographic phenomenon. The use of symbols on thematic mapping, encourage many
to search for more symbols to represent geographic phenomenon. based on this use,
thematic mapping in traditional cartography totaled 17 methods.

The use of geographic system in the field of geography, utilized thematic mapping
with their traditional rules as a guidance for the construction of thematic mapping on
GIS. This adaptation, moved thematic mapping from static to automation with more
speed, accuracy, space for storage, easy editing, analysis, as well as displaying results
on digital format. This means that the construction of thematic maps, became part of
the Geodatabase components.

With the use of GIS, the connection to deferent databases or files in deferent format
became available. Analysis to all information using proximity and overlays, as well as
other analytical methods became available.

By searching in the GIS system located in King Saud University at Geography
Department, only 8 methods to represent geographic features on thematic mapping are
adapted, wile, 9 methods are not included in the GIS system. 2 of them are difficult to
program. The rest with a total of 7 methods can be programmed using their construc-
tion rules in traditional cartography as a guidance.

This paper focused attention on thematic mapping between tradition rules and GIS

system.
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